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New Canaanõs Revolutionary War Heroes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1776 when we were New Canaan Parish, our town may have had as many as 1,000 residents. Two hundred and nine of them 
saw service during the period of the Revolution (1775-1783) in the militia and/or Washingtonôs Continental Army.  All of  
Washingtonôs northern battles from Bunker Hill to Yorktown had one or more Canaan Parish boys in harmôs way. 
 
Three soldiers with New Canaan backgrounds stood out in the Revolution.  Jim Bach will 
highlight the three soldiers on March 13th at the Quarterly Meeting.  One was a captain 
who went on to become a big land owner on Oenoke Ridge and to be the founder of the 
New Canaan Episcopal Church.  The second hero reached the rank of Colonel and served 
as Washingtonôs chief spy with headquarters on Ponus Ridge.  And the third, as a lowly 
platoon sergeant earned our countryôs first and highest award for valor during the  
Yorktown defeat of Cornwallis.  An image of The Badge of Military Merit is shown above. 
 
Jim Bach was born and raised in New Canaan.  His family dates back in town three gener-
ations to 1916.  Jim has been very involved in the Historical Society including serving many 
years on the Societyôs Board of Governors, researching, and lecturing on Town  
history, as well as teaching young students. 
 
Youôll not want to miss this half hour talk.  New Canaan has some bragging rights that you'll 
want to pass on to your families. 
 

Refreshments will be served following the meeting. 

Presented by James Bach 
Monday, March 13th   8:00 p.m.   Lindstrom Room 

 

                   Benjamin Tallmadge 

The Badge of Military Merit given by Gen. George Washington to Sergeant William 
Brown, precursor to the Purple Heart. 



Sharing the Limelight 
By Ed Chrostowski 

 

 Quite coincidentally, two centenarian organizations, each driven by a compelling interest in preserva-
tion, both with local ties, reached significant milestones during the past year. 

The National Park System observed its 100th anniversary and the New Canaan Historical Society celebrated 
its 125th and the two are linked, however tangentially, by 
more than just their longevity and missions. 

Stephen Tyng Mather (1867-1930), historically 
credited with founding the National Park System in 1916 
and serving as its first director, lived for most of his 63 
years in the house built in the Talmadge Hill area by his 
great-grandfather in 1728. 

The house itself, an iconic colonial at the corner of 
Brookside and Stephen Mather Roads on the Darien side 
of the New Canaan town line, was declared a national  
historic landmark in 1963. 
  Itôs a distinction in which the Historical Society 
shares because it also has a national historic landmark to 
its credit.  The Society has preserved and maintained the 
Rogers Studio on its Oenoke Ridge campus for more than 
50 years.  In this small wooden building, built in 1877, 
sculptor John Rogers created his popular statuary, vi-
gnettes of ñlife in Americaò that were reproduced by the 
thousands and were valued parlor furniture in homes 
across the country at the turn of the last century. 

As the first director of the National Park Service, 
Stephen Mather began designating additional sites for preservation, persuading Congress to enact an official effort to 
ñconserve natural, cultural and recreational resources.ò 

Stephen Mather, who headed the ñ20-Mule Teamò Borax Corporation, was director of the National Park      
Service for 13 years, shepherding a program that now lists 58 sites, ranging from the grandeur of Yellowstone and the 
Grand Canyon to the bucolic Weir Farmôs 16 quiet acres spanning the Wilton-Redding border. 

The farm, Connecticutôs only national park, was the home of J. Alden Weir, a leading impressionist artist who 
hosted ñartists in residenceò from 1882 to 1919.  The park is open to the public and artists still come often to paint. 

The Mather Home is still a private residence.  Bertha Mather McPherson, daughter of the Park System  
founder, and her husband, Edward R. McPherson, Jr., lived there for decades. 

Mrs. McPherson, an architect, was the founder and first president of the Darien Historical Society.   
Mr. McPherson, who was an attorney with the Cummings and 
Lockwood firm, served as Darienôs town counsel for many 
years.  Both had been active in leadership positions at          
St. Markôs Church in New Canaan. 
 Their daughter, Jane, is the wife of William Nickerson 
and New Canaan was in his district when he was in the State 
Senate.  Mr. Nickerson, then a senator, and Christopher 
Shays, then a member of Congress, were guests at ceremo-
nies rededicating Rogers Studio and Museum in 1962 after it 
was refurbished.  Many of the Rogers pieces are on display 
there. 
So, New Canaan and the Historical Society really did have 
more than just a casual brush with the National Park System. 

 



A Revolution of Her Own! 
March 31st            

Cocktail Reception 6:00ñ7:00 p.m.    Performance ñ7:00 p.m. 

Experience a living history performance as Judith Kalaora, Founder and Artistic Director of History at Play, 
portrays Deborah Sampson, the first woman to enlist, to fight and after being wounded to be honorably 
discharged from the American Military.  
 
At 5ô 9ò tall, Sampson disguised herself as a man, binding her chest and tying back her hair to enlist in the 
Fourth Massachusetts Regiment of the Continental Army under the alias ñRobert Shurtleff.ò During her 
first battle, on July 3, 1782, outside Tarrytown, New York, she took  two musket balls to her thigh and a 
cut on her forehead.  She begged her fellow soldiers to let her die and not to take her to the hospital, but a 
soldier put her on his horse and took her to a hospital.  The doctors treated her head wound, but she left 
the hospital before they could attend to her other wounds.  Fearful that her identity would be discovered, 
she removed one of the balls herself with a penknife and sewing needle, but the other musket ball was too 
deep for her to reach and her leg never fully healed. 
 
Join us as Kalaora recounts Sampsonôs arduous upbringing, one and a half years of active combat, and 
success as our first female professional soldier.  This is accomplished through interactive stories while 
garbed in authentic colonial attire.    
 
Recent reviews of her performances found her ñmesmerizing, wonderful, fantastic , marvelous.ò 
 
ñJudith Kalaora is Deborah Sampson from the minute she walks through the door.ò 
 
ñJudith is a one woman force of nature.  It takes people like her to bring those  
lost pieces of history to life.ò 
 
 
 
Admission $75 per person. Call the Society at (203) 966-1776 for reservations,  
or send a check to the Society at 13 Oenoke Ridge, New Canaan. 
 

 



April Events: Mark your Calendars 

Wed. April 5        10 a.m.   There will be a coffee and meeting of school tour docents.  Anyone interested in 
volunteering is welcome to join us. 
 
Thurs. April 27    11:30 a.m.   Volunteer Luncheon  
 

Special Friday Event 
 

Fri. April 28          6:00-8:00  p.m.   The opening of an exhibit of paintings from the collection of Thomas  
Davies.  Scattered throughout the room are mannequins in dress of the period when the paintings were  
completed.  Mr. Davies has been collecting for over 50 years and has published a book entitled ñCollecting  
Stories: 400 stories 400 paintingsò which tells the story of acquiring his collection and interesting notes of the 
painters and paintings. 
 

We will join him for a cocktail reception, introduction and viewing of the exhibit.  His book will be on sale. 

Valentineõs Day Celebrated 

  Songs performed by Ellen Taylor Sisson accompanied 
by pianist Jody Blaine Davis. 

Wonderful treats from the Charity Leagues. 

   Peg Bull helps children design 
       Valentine cards and gifts. 

        Enjoying heart cakes made for the tea.           The tea table. 

 

 


